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Master of French Fishing Vessel Convicted of Illegal Fishing Activity  

 

The Master of the French registered fishing vessel, ‘Pepe Barreiro’, pleaded guilty at 

Bandon District Court on the 7th of September 2024 to illegal fishing activity. The 

vessel was detained at Castletownbere port on the 6th of September 2024, following 

an inspection by Sea-Fisheries Protection Officers of the Sea-Fisheries Protection 

Authority (SFPA).  

The court heard evidence of how Sea-Fisheries Protection Officers conducted an 

inspection of the vessel and detected the non-recording of Common Sole in the 

fishing logbook; retention of undersize Crawfish onboard the vessel; failure to 

separately stow Sole and Megrims and failure to have a stowage plan recording 

Common Sole. The Master pleaded guilty to the four charges and was convicted on 

three charges relating to Sole. The Court imposed fines of €4,000 on each charge, 

totalling €12,000 and did not impose forfeiture of catch or gear.  

An SFPA spokesperson commented: 

“The SFPA notes the seriousness the Court attached to these infringements. 

Masters and owners of fishing vessels must ensure ongoing compliance with the 

regulations which are in place to ensure the sustainability of fish stocks and future 

fishing activities for the fishing community. The assessment of stocks in Irish and EU 

waters relies on accurate data being recorded. The accurate assessment of stocks 

based on fishing and catch data is a key tool to ensure the sustainable management 

of fish stocks and fishing. The SFPA commends the Sea-Fisheries Protection 

Officers for the thorough investigation.” 
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Further Information  

About the SFPA  

The Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority (SFPA) is the independent statutory body 

responsible for the regulation of the sea-fisheries and the sea-food production 

sectors. It promotes compliance with the EU Common Fisheries Policy, sea-fisheries 

law and food safety law relating to fish and fish products, verifies compliance and, 

where necessary, enforces it. Its mandate covers all fishing vessels operating within 

Ireland’s 200-mile limit, over 2,000 Irish registered fishing vessels wherever they 

operate, and all seafood produced in Ireland’s seafood processing companies. The 

SFPA operates through a network of regional port offices situated at Ireland’s main 

fishery harbours. For further information visit: www.sfpa.ie  
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